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Press Release
Jaipur, July 20: Jaipur International Film Festival & Central Circuit Cine Association organized a workshop cum seminar at Film Bhawan Auditorium. Topic of the workshop was World Cinema via Regional Cinema. This workshop was dedicated to filmmaker from Rajasthan Mr. Mani Kaul and Rajasthani music director Mr. Dan Singh, who passed away recently. Around 70 film distributer/producers/directors and young film makers participated in the workshop. Mr. Supran Sen (General Secretary, Film Federation of India) said that “Regional cinema is the back bone of World cinema. It has reached new heights today. In this year’s National Film Awards, 15 awards were bagged by Tamil cinema alone. Apart from that, regional cinema contributes a lot in Film Festivals around the globe.” 
South Indian cinema is an excellent example of attainment of regional cinema. Moreover everyone is aware of the popularity of Bhojpuri cinema. Nowadays, we can see super stars of Bollywood acting in Tamil, Bhojpuri & Kannad films. On the other hand actresses from South India are ruling the Bollywood. Bollywood is also making remakes of famous South Indian films. Hence, regional cinema contributes from idea & story to star cast in Bollywood. Next in the chain comes world cinema.
But it’s a matter of immense sorrow that Rajasthani cinema is far behind, when it comes to regional cinema. It collapsed before it could upraise. If there are good directors, then there is scarcity of producers. If one finds a producer, then distributers are missing. If distributers are outreached, then it’s hard to find exhibitors. Overall, film making in Rajasthan is total mess. 
In such awkward situation, we have hope from the State Govt. As the State Govt. have announced an aid up to Rs. 5 Lakhs, for Rajasthani film. It is being considered a great effort on the part of Govt. Now the questions are: Who is the filmmaker? Do filmmakers have any organization? When it comes to such questions, not a lot of names come to our mind. Film distributers in Rajasthan are united under Central Circuit Cine Association. So why can’t directors, producers & artists have their own association. Keeping in mind that Rajasthan is well known for awesome art & culture. So we come to the conclusion that Rajasthani cinema will have to work a lot harder to get established as well known regional cinema industry. The State Govt. & filmmakers will have to make combined efforts for the betterment of Regional cinema in Rajasthani.

Essential conclusions of the workshop:
1) Regional cinema is gaining popularity.

2) Superstars are also being attracted towards regional cinema.

3) The concept & story of regional cinema are getting better day by day in India.

4) If we let go the concept of budget, regional cinema carries forward art & culture.

5) Rajasthani cinema requires a lot of attention & hard work, to attain a new status. The State Govt. & filmmakers will have to make combined efforts for the betterment of Regional cinema in Rajasthan.

6) Bollywood is also a regional cinema. Any cinema produced in regional language is regional cinema. India has a vast market for film produced in Hindi. Big business tycoon such as RELAIENCE have also jumped into the film industry.

7) Films produced in foreign countries consists lot of special effects & other new techniques. We are so far behind in this as well. Moreover this truth can also not be denied that “CONTENT IS KING”.

8) There were times when Rajasthani cinema triumphed. Gradually, we were left far behind. This resulted in decreased viewership. In the availability and competition of other regional language cinema, Rajasthani cinema was not even able to compete.

9) Apart from that small filmmakers have created a set back to Rajasthani Cinema. They produced films at critically low budget. Hence they were not able to maintain the quality. As a result viewers started to evade Rajasthani films. However films like SUPATR BINANI, VEER TEJAJI, BAI CHALI SASARIYE have ruled the hearts of the viewers across Rajasthan. Even the superstar of Hindi films Govinda has also acted in Rajasthani film “BIRA BEGYO AYI JE RE”.

10) The artists in Rajasthan are filled with theatrical excellence.  We can see the reflection of the same in our films. But it’s not entirely true.

11) Even though the State Govt. has declared a subsidy up to Rs. 5 Lakhs to the filmmakers. Still, this is not enough to canvas the wide culture of Rajasthan. This subsidy should be raised to the level of other states.

12) Rajasthan State Govt. has approved tax free release of all films in Rajasthan. It is being considered as a great support to Rajasthani film makers and Indian film industry. Credit of the same goes to Hon’ble Chief Minister Mr. Ashok Gehlot. It’s a big achievement because only three states in India are giving such benefits to the film makers and film industry.

13) An important suggestion came up, regarding release of Rajasthani films in selected theaters (around 20 theatres at District headquarters) for seven days.

14) Serials based on Rajasthan/Rajasthani culture are getting enormous appreciation. Then why we are legging behind when it comes to Rajasthani cinema. Rajasthani film makers must learn a lesson from the above.

15) Films must have good songs. Such songs touch the hearts of the viewers. For instance the title song of the film “BUNTY AUR BABLI” played a major role in the success of the film. 

16) Current Chief Minister of Rajasthan once said to a group in a meeting that, he will consider a “GOOD FILM”. Now the questions are: WHAT IS A GOOD FILM? HOW CAN ONE REACH HON”BLE CHIEF MINISTER? The above mentioned are big problems, which are to be sorted out.

17) The concerned department asks the film maker to submit the film in cd/dvd format before releasing the film. First of all its not possible to make a cd/dvd of his film before the release. If in case he does so who will be responsible for the piracy.

18) Rajasthani language is not constitutionally acclaimed. This is also a big problem in the way.  

19) Seminars & workshops must be organized from time to time in order to make industry people aware of new techniques & enhance their skills. Jaipur International Film Festival is organizing such workshops & seminars on regular basis. 

20) One of the Rajasthan’s renowned distributer stated that the women of Rajasthan are not cinema goers.

21) He added that once he gave away one ticket free on every ticket for women in his cinema in Lalsot, but no women showed up. There after he completely waived off the entry fees to his cinema for women only. But still there were no female viewers in his cinema. Now it’s quite clear that a film cannot be a success if there are no viewers.

22) Recently Mr. Gajendra Shotriya produced a Rajasthani feature film (in Fatehpuri- Shekhawati) within Rs. 15 Lakhs in video format. It’s a good movie and still awaiting release. Appreciation of such film makers is also mandatory. Moreover Mr. Shotriya added that we should create cinema rather than just criticizing. This is a good start.

23) Rajasthani film makers should consider new experiments. For instance Mrs. Prabha Thakur has featured Dharmendra in one of the songs of her film “BINANI HO TO AISI”. This way she added an attraction to her film.

24) There should be different associations of artists, directors, producers & editors, so that they can deliver quality Rajasthani cinema. All the associations must have unity and should work together. 

Yours Sincerely
(Hanu Roj)

Director

Jaipur International Film Festival
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	NEW DELHI: "Regional cinema is the backbone of World cinema. It has reached new heights today. Apart from that, regional cinema contributes a lot to Film Festivals around the globe."
Inaugurating a one-day seminar on World Cinema via Regional Cinema in Jaipur, Film Federation of India Secretary General Supran Sen said 15 awards were bagged by Tamil cinema alone in the 2010 National FilmAwards announced recently, apart from a large number of awards to other languages. Though regional cinema suffered from lack of huge budgets, it had the right kind of stories and ideas.
The seminar was organised by the Jaipur International Film Festival and the Central Circuit Cine Association and was dedicated to filmmaker Mani Kaul who had grown up in Rajasthan, and music director Dan Singh, both of whom passed away recently.
Around 70 film distributors/producers/directors and young filmmakersparticipated in the workshop.
Sen said South Indian cinema was an excellent example of the achievements of regional cinema. Everyone is also aware of the popularity of Bhojpuri cinema. Super stars of Bollywood are now acting in Tamil, Bhojpuri and Kannada films. On the other hand, actresses from South India are ruling Bollywood, which also makes remakes of famous South Indian films. Thus, regional cinema makes contribution from the idea and story to the star cast in Bollywood.
But several speakers expressed regret that Rajasthani cinema was not showing much progress, despite some incentives like tax free exhibition or subsidy of up to Rs 500,000 for filmmakers in the state.
It was hoped that the state would increase the subsidy from Rs 500,00 which was very meagre.
Lack of unity among filmmakers from the state was another reason given for the slow rise of Rajasthani cinema.
Bollywood is also in many ways a regional cinema since it comprises films produced in a regional language.

Films produced in foreign countries succeed because of special effects and other new techniques.
Serials based on Rajasthan/Rajasthani culture were enormously popular and filmmakers could learn a lesson from this.
There was a general complaint that filmmakers are asked to submit their films in VCD/DVD format to the state government for tax exemption. But this was risky before the release of a film since it could lead to piracy.


