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Press Release

Jaipur International Film Festival to screen 87 movies from Jan 29
Jaipur, January 27.  Eighty-seven movies representing at least 21 countries (five continents) would be screened at three days 2nd Jaipur International Film Festival beginning in Pink City from January 29.

Arun Dutt, noted film maker and son of legendary movie director of yesteryears in Bollywood Guru Dutt, will inaugurate the festival to be held at “Bhagwat Singh Mehta Auditorium at OTS here at 11 AM, Hanu Roj, its founder and festival director, told a press conference today.
Ceremony would be also attended by Shri Ashok Bairwa, Minister of state for Information and Public relations, Government of Rajasthan, other film makers Gauhar Raza, G.L. Bharadwaj and Deepak Roy, movie researcher from UK Sumanta Barua, Directors and Producers from Iran, along with Shri Rajeev Sharma, Director, HCM RIPA (OTS), Dr Amar Singh Rathore, Director, DPR, Shrawan Sagar, Actor, Roj said. 
Inaugural film:

According to Roj, the inaugural film of the ceremony is “Thira” (open it) based on the famous short story “Khol do” by Sadat Hasan Manto and re-plotted on the Gujarat riots.

Closing film:


Roj said that from next year a separate section for animation is to be introduced thus an animation film from Iran, Tanhai (Solitude) is to be screened. A stone colossus has lived a lonely life on his barren planet for thousands of years. Worn out by his solitude, he decides to change his fate. This film is a beautiful blend of animation, sound and camera effects which will enthrall the audience.

Roj said to make the event more memorable and interesting, a special screening of “Pyaasa” a film by Guru Dutt as a tribute to the one of the greatest film makers of Indian cinema is also scheduled during the events. Similarly, a special screening of “say SALAM INDIA” a sports film by Shubhash Kapoor, Indian film maker and also an Advisory member of JIFF-2010 is planned.

In a joint venture of BSNL-Aksh broadband-JIFF, ten films have been chosen for telecast on IPTV network in the country after screening of these  movies at the festivals, Roj disclosed. This would be a unique presentation of entries at the drawing room of viewers across the state among those who subscribes IPTV cable, he added.
Total eight awards would be presented in different categories of Best Short Film, Best Documentary Film, Best Cinematography, Best Director, Best Editing, Best Sound Track, Best Script and Critic Award, he said.  

Learned experts and invited speakers will also deliver lectures on different aspects of film making namely marketing of documentary films, India and Iranian cinema, Different aspects of short film making.
 Out of 87 films to be screened 71 short fictions, 3 animation and 13 documentary films, Roj, who is having a team of expert jury since receiving of the entries and till final selection of the movies, said.

Forty-nine (49) films are from India including 14 from Rajasthan. Apart from these 10 films from Iran, 5 from Spain, 2 each from England, USA, Argentina and Germany, one each from Canada, Liberia, Portugal, Brazil, Italy, Czech Republic, Israel, Greece, Russia, Poland, and Swaziland would be screened. Three joint venture films from India-England, China-Germany and Scotland-England are also participating in this festival.


Ninety-four films were sent to Union Information and Broadcasting Ministry for official approval, and of that 87 films got censor clearance. Copy of the acceptance letter is also sent to Chief Secretary, Rajasthan by Union I & B ministry also, Roj said.

Overwhelming response to the festival could be assessed world over as fifty films landed in the office after the last date of submission of the entry, December 31, 2009 he said, adding, a transparency and fairness was observed in selection of 94 movies out of 310 entries from 41 countries.  

JIFF has declared Iran as a Guest country because of maximum films’ entries from Iran, and a number of foreign delegates from Iran would be participating the three days festival. Rajasthan has emerged as the movie producing state in the country despite that a FILM CITY proposal by the Rajasthan Government is hanging in balance for years. It may be engineers, stage artists, amateur film makers, and young generation, the film output is very satisfactory in the sandy desert state. To promote and provide a platform to these makers, following fourteen movies will find screen and viewers in three days of events. 

List of films from Rajasthan:

	1. MY SOCIETY MY CALL
	2. HOSLE KI UDAAN

	3. JUST A MINUTE
	4. KATHPUTALI KI DAASTAN

	5. THE NOWHERE CHILDREN
	6. IT CAN’T BE RED

	7. MANA GUJARI
	8. DARK ZONE

	9. THE BUTTERFLY EFFECT
	10. KAASH

	11. A LITTLE HEART BEAT
	12. PATJHAR

	13. MANDLI KE BADTE KADAM
	14. ARE YOU DYING…?



“AN AFFIAR WITH NEW YORK” is an entry from USA, however its maker is from Jaipur, Rajasthan.
Two student’s category films, A little heart beat from Center for Mass Communication, University of Rajasthan, and Kaash (IIFA film school, Jaipur) are among the 87 movies in the festival.
“Mandli ke badhte kadam” is a film by “Community video Unit” Jal Chaitran of Jodhpur. In this the local villagers were trained in film making by Jal Bhagirathi foundation and the film about water conservation was made by local villagers.
On January 30th, the martyrs day of Mahatma Gandhi, MID SHOT, a film by Rambhool Singh is to be screened. This film has won two Best film awards. The story discusses the ideological divide between Gandhi-Godse. A director explores the death of his ideal Mahatma Gandhi and gets into journey to rediscovery.
This year JIFF is promoting “Smoke free Jaipur” a campaign supported by Rajasthan Voluntary health association (RVHA), Jaipur. This is to make a collective effort towards a clean and healthy environment in Jaipur.

More than 40 film makers from India and abroad will be coming to Jaipur to attend the festival.
More than 200 delegates have registered themselves with JIFF-2010. Entry for the festival is free. Visitors may register themselves at the venue or through the website.
Quotes-

Advisory board member and senior film distributor Sh Shyam Sundar Jhalani said, “Jaipur has a long and vibrant history of arts and culture. The “Pink city” is a place where heritage looks forward to future. Through JIFF, we are trying to bridge those two worlds. It is our vision to develop and enhance a progressive film culture in the state.”

Advisory board member and Chairman Veena Group Sh K.C. Maloo said, “Though this festival, we dream of bringing film community of the globe together at this time of violence, conflicts and wars and address those issues using the mesmerizing art of Cinema.” 

Advisory board member and film distributor Sh Raj Bansal said, “The Yearly event JIFF has grown big. The change has been in terms of the size and proportion with overwhelming participation of the film makers from various countries. The national festival of films indeed became International.”

Following is a list of film makers attending the festival: 
	Foreign
	

	TAHA KARIMI
	Iran

	SATTAR CHAMANI GOL
	Iran

	MAGDA M. OLCHAWSKA
	Poland

	NURUDEEN SANNI
	Liberia

	MOHAMMAD REZA AKBARI 
	Iran

	MAHMOOD NOORI
	Iran


	India
	

	VISHESH MANKAL
	PRASHANT V. KAMBLE

	RIMA .S. AMARAPURKAR
	SANTOSH KUMAR

	K.JAYAMURUGAN
	SHIVA VERMA

	SUDIPTO NAG
	VINOO CHOLIPARAMBIL

	SHAILENDRA KRISHNA
	NEERU BHAT

	ASHWINI ABHYANKAR GHAISAS
	SUNEESH SURENDRAN

	S.PRINCE ENNARES PERIYAR
	VIJAY KUMAR

	DEEPTI KHURANA
	PRASHANT BHILARE

	Rajasthan
	

	ANURAG SHARMA
	

	MOHSIN KHAN
	

	JYOTSNA KHATRY
	

	SANJAY JANGIR
	

	ARVIND JODHA 
	

	PURNIMA KOUL
	

	NEHA LOHIYA
	

	SANTOSH MISHRA
	

	RAKESH GOGNA
	

	JAL BHAGIRATHI FOUNDATION
	


A brief synopsis of some of the movies suggested by the jury is as follows:
Short fiction
9 MM

Director: Magda M. Olchawska 

Category: Short Fiction

Duration: 08 min 30 sec, Country of origin: Poland

Synopsis:

Katia and Mathew met when they were seven years old. An invisible bond binds them together from the first moment they met. After five years of great friendship, they were tragically separated. One day mysteriously Katia finds a letter in an old bottle. It is from Mathew whom she hadn’t seen for 16 years. Can one letter bring back memories and change their unhappy lives?
AN AFFAIR WITH NEW YORK

Director: Naman Goyal

Category: Short Fiction

Duration: 15 min, Country of origin: U.S.A

Synopsis:

Is a comedy that revolves around Vikram Patel, an Indian student who comes to NEW YORK for studying film making.  The story is about his struggle. In the journey of wanting to fit in the society and adjusting, Vikram falls in love with the NEW YORK CITY.

ANID’84

Director: Deepti Khurana 

Category: Short Fiction

Duration: 10 min, Country of origin: INDIA

Synopsis:

Never would have 24 year old Aman imagined that a chapter of history of his own life could make him question his identity. Will the 1984 carnage that took place 21 years back, take a toll on Aman’s present relationships, especially with his mother Subhadra. How far can these unsolved knots go unseen?
ARE YOU DYING…?

Director: Aseem Ahmed Abbasee & Vikram Singh 

Category: Short Fiction,

Duration: 3 min, Country of origin: INDIA

Synopsis:

In a future civilization where a man named Amoy is upset with his life; he has no desire to live and has decided to commit suicide. But his destiny had something else in store for him. A simple letter made him a new Man with an inspiration to live again.
EK PAUS HARAVLELA

Director: Ashwini Abhyankar Ghaisas

Category: Short Fiction

Duration: 13 min, Country of origin: India

Synopsis:

This film narrates the unfortunate pattern of parenting in modern India. This is an attempt to unfold the inner world of a kid, who feels very lonely as his parents are busy in their respective careers. It’s about a small kid (5yrs old) who amuses every day without the company of his parents.
FASL (DISCONNECTION)

Director: Mahmood Noori
Category: Short Fiction

Duration: 12 min 46 sec, Country of origin: Iran

Synopsis:

An old man whose connection with outside is limited through lines, awaits his son. Biographical depiction of an intense relationship.
GAARUD

Director: Umesh Vinayak Kulkarni

Category: Short Fiction

Duration: 11 min 35 sec, Country of origin: INDIA

Synopsis:

A room of a shady lodge near the railway station in a small town. It’s a glimpse of the lives of people who are caught in the frame of this room, unable to escape the frame of the room.
KAASH
Director: Arunachalam

Category:-Short Fiction,

Duration: 23 min 43 sec, Country of origin: INDIA
Synopsis:

The film discusses the present dilemma of youth is career selection. The interests and creativity gets no value. The unwanted pressure from parents and the society forces them to select wrong profession. The situation leads to dissatisfaction and a sense of resentment. 
MANA GUJARI

Director: Sharwan Jain

Category: Short

Duration: 14 min 55 sec, Country of origin: India

Synopsis:

This film show case the story of an innocent, brave and sensible girl. Who wants to remove social evils like child marriage, alcoholic addiction and disharmony from the society.
MID SHOT (an experiment with truth)

Director: Rambhul Singh

Category: Fiction Long

Duration: 43 min 18 sec, Country of origin: India 

Synopsis:

The film is about the travails of a director, Ram Bhardwaj who tries to unravel the assassination of his ideal, Mahatma Gandhi. During making of the film which explores the Gandhi-Godse ideological divide gets into a controversy. Then the movie on Gandhi becomes an experiment with truth in his own life and makes him search for answers in his inner self.
RED CARPET

Director: Rajesh K. Rathi

Category: Short Fiction

Duration: 3 min, 19 sec, Country of origin: India

Synopsis: 

The film is a satire on Indian bureaucracy and red tapeism. Graduate Bhed Singh, applies for a post of Clerk in the University. He is asked to pay a good sum of money as a bribe, which he can’t afford. At last he gets a trick to deal with the corruption and Red tapeism!
S.A (SOCIAL AD)

Director: Santosh Kumar

Category: Short Fiction

Duration: 2min 2 sec, Country of origin: India

Synopsis:

‘S A’ is a short film about the abuse done by the husband over his wife. A Chair is been used as a metaphor to represent the character of the wife. The story tells about the husband who doesn’t care about his wife’s feelings, treats her as an object and not as a person.
TANHAAI (SOLITUDE)

Director: Mehrdad Sheikhan

Category: Short Fiction

Duration: 10 min, Country of origin: Iran

Synopsis:

A stone colossus has lived a lonely life on his barren planet for thousands of years. Worn out by his solitude, he decides to change his fate.
TARA

Director: Shailendra Krishna

Category: Short Fiction

Duration: 25 min 25 sec, Country of origin: India

Synopsis:

“TARA” is a story of a cruel tradition, which leads a girl to Death. A village girl get married in her very young age with a man double her age. She gets physically and mentally exploited by her husband and her widow mother-in-law. This Story will make you think that few traditions are meant to die not to follow.
THIRA (OPEN IT)

Director: S.Prince Ennnares Periyar

Category: Short Fiction

Duration: 13 min 35 sec, Country of origin: India

Synopsis:

Based on legendary Saddat Hassan Manto’s classic and controversial short-story ‘Khol Do’, Thira exposes how communal violence can brutally affect individual lives. Setting this story against the backdrop of the Gujarat riots of 2002, captures the plight of a helpless old man whose only daughter has been brutally gang-raped.
THE SCHNEIDER DISEASE (DIE SCHNEIDER KRANKHEIT) 

Director: Javier Chillon 

Category: Short fiction

Duration: 10 min 10 sec, Country of origin: Spain

Synopsis:

The Fifties, a Soviet space shuttle crashes in West Germany. The only passenger, a cosmonaut chimpanzee, spreads a deadly virus all over the country…

Documentary
A LITTLE HEART BEAT

Director: Ashok kr. Meena
Category: Documentary
Duration: 17 min 33 sec, Country of origin: India

Synopsis:

The film is about Meenakshi, a small girl who is suffering from hole in her heart, and parents are very poor who can’t afford her treatment. The media contribute to help the little girl to overcome the ailment and she gets treatment in Kota after contribution from society.

HOSLE KI UDAAN

Director: Purnima Koul 

Category: Documentary

Duration: 13 min, Country of origin: India

Synopsis:

This is a documentary discussing Cerebral Palsy– a disease, in which the part of mind which controls the body parts gets damaged. Due to this disease the child loses control over hands and feet or sometimes the whole body. 

KOHESTANE SEFID (WHITE MOUNTAINS)

Director: Taha Karimi

Category: Documentary

Duration: 30 min, Country of origin: Iran

Synopsis:

Faqi Ibrahim was a young hunter of mountains when the first political party was found in the mountains near to the border of Iran, Iraq and Turkey. 15 more political parties were found during the next 50 years, who claim to achieve happiness for the people, but these parties have no time to negotiate and listen to the others.

LAMSENA

Directors: Ravi Williams & Roshani Bhati 

Category: Documentary

Duration: 26 min, Country of origin: India

Synopsis:

Lamsena is a beautiful love story of Tribe Baiga. This film also shows the flora and fauna of Makel hills and life style of Baiga and specially Baiga bridegroom called Lamsena.

MONSOON MOODS

Director: Andrea Iannetta

Category: Documentary

Duration: 07 min, Country of origin: India

Synopsis:

The film explores landscapes and tiny details of the Maharashtra countryside during the season of Monsoon and alternates views of the Macro and Micro world. The film begins with the world of animals and nature, and moves to those of human being, maintaining an observant eye to the essence of things.

THE NOWHERE CHILDREN

Director: Jyotsna Khatry

Category: Documentary

Duration: 12 min,  Country of origin: India

Synopsis:

Human Trafficking is the third largest criminal enterprise after arms & drugs, strictly unnoticed by most of the population. With nuclear families fast becoming the norm amongst the urban population, the demand for live-in maid servants has risen. Children are bought and sold for domestic work by acquaintances or sometimes by their own parents. These children are highly vulnerable to exploitation.
